BY KARA IRVING

BALLARAT continues to
have one of the highest resi-
dential burglaries rates in the
state.

However, the rate of bur-
glary offences has declined
in the past 12 months along
with the overall crime rate.

In statistics released by

the Victorian Crime Statistics
Agency on Thursday, Ballarat
recorded 811 residential
burglaries per 100,000 peo-
ple between April 2014 and
March 2015.

A comparable sized re-
gional city, Greater Bendigo
recorded almost half our rate
with 381. Melbourne record-
ed 496 and Greater Geelong
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Don't panic on crime

ANDREW JEFFERSON

BALLARAT residents should
not be alarmed despite their
city having regional Victoria’s
highest crime rate, police say.
The Ballarat postcode of
3350 is regional Victoria’s hot-
test crime hot spot, recording
more than 30,000 offences
over the past five years.
According to data from the
new Crime Statistics Agency,
the Ballarat postcode has
recorded more than 6000 of-
fences a year since 2010. Last
year there were 6681 offences.

Police reassure Ballarat locals on offence rate

Other regional postcodes
with a high crime rate in 2014
included Shepparton, Mildura,
Bendigo and Melton. The cen-
tral Geelong postcode of 3220
recorded 3919 offences last
year, and 17,927 since 2010.

But Ballarat Superintend-
ent Andrew Allen said locals
should not be alarmed.

“When the statistics are dis-
sected, the major increases
over the past few years are in

recorded 617 while the state’s
average rate was 520.

Mildura (919), Greater
Shepparton (906), Yarra
(825) and Darebin (825)
recorded higher rates of res-
idential burglaries.

For the actual number of
burglary offences CSA data
shows Ballarat is ranked 14th
in the state.

‘detected’ crime areas as a
result of police activity — like
justice procedures and drug of-
fences,” Supt Allen said.

“We've seen some positive
returns, because of the in-
creased police focus on these
drivers of crime.”

Supt Allen said the latest
statistics showed a significant
increase in “justice proce-
dures” offences: one-fifth last
year were attributed to offen-

Ballarat Police Inspector
Bruce Thomas said the fig-
ures weren't flattering.

“Ballarat is the second
largest rural city in Victoria, it
has a diverse population and
is not without it's problems,”
Inspector Thomas said.

“We are aware of the
problems and the number of
contributors to the problem

ces such as breaches of bail and
of intervention orders.

“These offences have tripled
in the last four years, reflecting
a strong focus by local police
on those people who do not
comply with court-imposed
conditions — especially in
dealing with family violence
perpetrators and recidivist
youth offenders,” he said.

“The data also shows that
about half of all the offences

and are working hard with
our partner agencies to drive
crime down.”

Inspector Thomas said
unemployment, low so-
cio-economic status and

drug problems contributed
to the problem.

“We have dedicated re-
sources in our burglary team
and recidivist team who are

that occurred last year were
property and theft offences.
“This ... is a real concern for
police in Ballarat and right
across the state.”
Supt Allen said a divisional
burglary crew was making

. major inroads in reducing

home and business burglaries.
There has also been a sig-
nificant drop in non-family
violence-related assaults.
andrew.jefferson@news.com.au
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Ballarat continues as home theft hotspot despite d
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working really well,” he said.

He assured the commu-
nity that Ballarat was a safe
place to live.

“Ballarat is a very safe
place to live, it always has
been,” he said.

Inspector Thomas encour-
aged residents to remain
vigilant and lock up.

Continued page 4.

3350 Ballarat 6681 (31.626)

3850Bendigo. 4615(21.137)

3337 Melton 4276 (17.281)

in 2014 and, in brackets, 2010-2014.




