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THE unique culture of 
regional Victoria’s most 
picturesque towns is 
being celebrated with 
the expansion of the 
successful “Villages of 
Victoria” campaign, with 
the addition of more 
than a dozen towns and 
villages.

Victorian Minister 
f o r  To u r i s m  a n d 
Major Events, Louise 
Asher, announced the 
expansion of “Villages 
of Victoria” recently, 
but the funding of $1.5 
million for 2011-12 
initially did not include 
the Avoca and Great 
Western regions.

The funding wil l 
support a comprehensive 
co-operative marketing 
campaign to promote 
tourism in regional 
Victoria. 

Liberal Member for 
Western Victoria, Simon 
Ramsay, welcomed the 
inclusion, saying that the 
two newly listed areas 
were the centre of the 
Pyrenees wine-making 
district. 

“These are towns that 
are well-loved, unique 
and full of character,” 
he said. 

“Their inclusion on 
the ‘Villages of Victoria’ 
website is an exciting 
opportunity to sell their 
charm to a broader 
audience.”

Tourism Victoria, 
in conjunction with 
r e g i o n a l  t o u r i s m 
boards, will implement 
a multimedia marketing 
campaign  over the next 
12 months.

Fresh boost  for 
tourism drive

Nephew pleads guilty to uncle’s murder
A MAN who shot dead his uncle during a late-night 
altercation in Maryborough has pleaded guilty to the 
murder.

The trial of Sam Michael Westbrook was initially 
before a jury in the Supreme Court in Melbourne, but 
the case resolved earlier this week when he pleaded 
guilty to charges of murder and reckless endanger-
ment. A charge of attempted murder was withdrawn.

Westbrook initially admitted to causing the injuries 
that killed his uncle Peter Westbrook during the early 
hours of May 23 last year, but claimed it was an 
“unwilled act”. A sentencing date has not been set.

A SHARP rise in drug offences 
and robberies contributed to a 
1.8 per cent crime increase in the 
Ballarat Police Service Area over 
the last 12 months.

Victoria Police released the 
latest crime statistics yesterday, 
which compares crime recorded 
between October 2010 and 
September 2011 with the same 
period 12 months earlier.

Drug offences was the worst 
result for police, up 46.5 per 
cent – contrasted by a signifi cant 
drop in car thefts, down 30.9 per 
cent.

Ballarat police Inspector Bruce 
Thomas said it was diffi cult to 
draw conclusions on drug activity 
in the Ballarat region based purely 
on crime statistics.

“The increase in drug offences 
means we’re catching more 
people,” he said. “But it’s always a 
perplexing question – is it a good 
thing that we’re catching more 
people? Or does that mean there’s 
more drugs out there?”

Inspector Thomas explained 
the 39.4 per cent jump in 

robberies amounted to 13 more 
than last year, but stressed the 
need for people to be “smarter” 
with their safety.

“Walking late at night by 
yourself in the CBD is a riskier 
activity than walking with two 
or three people,” he said.

“If you’re going to withdraw 
money from an ATM, do it at a 
time when there’s people around 
– not at 2am.”

He also urged people to take 
particular care of “high value 
and high risk” targets, such 
as smartphones, iPads and 
laptops.

Police were happy with 
significant decreases in areas 
such as theft of motor vehicles 
(down 30.9 per cent), residential 
burglaries (down 9.6 per cent) 
and non-family assaults (down 
9.5 per cent).

Inspector Thomas said a police 
tasking unit had been established 
to focus on high-volume crime, 

such as car thefts and home 
burglaries, which was proving a 
success.

“It’s better use of intelligence, 
hardening up targets through 
crime prevention and the use 
of CCTV – all these things, I 
believe, have contributed to that 
decrease,” he said.

“We’re getting there, but we 
can always do better.”

Statistics also showed there 
were 379 family violence assaults 
in the past 12 months, up from 
281 the year before. 

Police encourage more 
reporting of family violence and 
strive to increase those reports 
each year. 
For more information on the • 

region’s crime statistics, visit www.
vicpolicenews.com.au/myplace. 
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Rise in drug crime, robberies I

[CAPTION]

LOCK UP: Police are happy that there has been a drop in 
thefts of motor vehicles and in residential burglaries.

By JORDAN OLIVER

Book your 

CHRISTMAS PARTY
today

Bistro, Club bar, Café, Function room, Dining room.

90 Albert St, Creswick. Tel: (03) 5345 2510
www.americanhotel.com.au VR1237834

Locally owned and operated 
with 20 years experience

� Domestic mowers � Chainsaws � Ride Ons 
� Spare parts � Sharpening � Pumps (engine) 

� Brush Cutters � Pensioners Discounts 
� FREE QUOTES � LOW COST REPAIRS � 7 DAYS

CALL STEVE 0407 966 275
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WE COME TO YOU!

VR1172960

20% OFF
Everything Storewide Both Stores

Excludes Stock Already Reduced
27 Sturt Street, Ballarat 3350

Shop 10, Central Square
Ballarat 3350

TODAY 
& 

FRIDAY 
ONLY

VR1267187


