
NEWS thecourier.com.au

4 – Thursday, August 29, 2013 

City crime down but

NEW statistics from Victoria Police 
show crime against the person has risen 
in Ballarat over the past 12 months.

Drug offences, weapons offences and 
thefts from motor vehicles have also 
jumped, while car thefts, arson and 
property damage decreased over the 
same period.

Crimes per 100,000 population fell 
in the reporting period.

The statistics, which contain crime 
data for the 2012-13 fi nancial year, 
compare it with data from the 12 
months prior.

The number of assaults rose 3.3 per 
cent while overall crime against the 
person jumped 6.1 per cent.

Ballarat Police Inspector Bruce 
Thomas said an overall drop in crime 
was good news for the city, but said 
efforts would continue to drive the 
rate even lower.

“Generally, I’m pretty happy because 
we’ve had an overall decrease in the 
rate of crimes per 100,000 population,” 
he said.

“That bucks the state trend, which 
has increased, so we’re against that 
which is pleasing.”

“However there are a number of areas 
of concern ... crimes against the person 
are up which is always a concern.”

Among the best results for police 

was in the area of property damage, 
which includes Ballarat Police’s much 
publicised battle against graffi ti.

Property damage came down 13.3 per 
cent, a drop of 254 offences compared 
to the year before.

Inspector Thomas said police had 
established a group dedicated to 
tackling unsightly tagging around 
Ballarat, along with other issues such 
as liquor licensing breaches.

“We call it a started patrol group, 
which is sergeant and three others,” 
he said.

“They’ve had some really good 
success in relation to a number of 
offenders and (laid) a large number of 
charges.”

Inspector Thomas said although the 
drop in offences was promising, more 
work on graffi ti was needed.

 Inspector Thomas said theft from 
motor vehicles was also a major 
concern, with a recent survey by police 
discovering a large number of unlocked 
cars in central Ballarat.

 The overall recorded crime rate 
across the state increased by 1.6 per 
cent, measured as a rate per 100,000 
of the population.

Crime against the person increased 
by 5.3 per cent, (or up 3903 offences to 
a total of 58,312 offences). 
 The annual statistics can be viewed at www.
police.vic.gov.au.
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Police happy but vow 
to drive rate lower
JORDAN OLIVER

Awards night ends in attack
AS someone who had only 
recently moved to Ballarat I had 
heard about its reputation for 
random street violence.

Early Saturday morning, myself 
and a group of workmates were 
assaulted on Lydiard Street North 
after attending a function in 
Melbourne. We had just left our 
bus which had brought us back 
from an awards night.

During the night we had been 
drinking, and by the time we 
arrived in Ballarat we were keen 
to continue our fun.

Unfortunately, a group of six 
men – none of which we knew – 
thought we must have been an 
easy mark for a fi ght.

When they walked past us they 
threw abuse and when one of us 

said something back – which 
was a mistake – they came at us 
throwing punches.

Our group, which included 
both men and women, was 
shocked by what was going on 
and only wanted them to go 
away.

We tried to push them off and 
separate them from our friends 
who were being attacked, but it 
didn’t help.

Just as quickly as it began, it 
was over.

Luckily, none of us received any 
injuries which required hospital 
treatment. There was a black eye, 
a loose tooth and a cut lip. 

It could have been far worse, 

someone could have fallen over 
and hit their head on a gutter. 
They could have had weapons, 
 knives or bottles.

What happened was senseless, 
random and unprovoked. Our 
biggest mistake was saying 
something back to them, but that 
does not warrant assault.

We have reported the incident 
to police, who are investigating 
and analysing CCTV footage.

Hopefully, they can catch those 
who did this and help make our 
streets safer for everyone. 

Anyone who witnessed the 
attack just after 1am on Lydiard 
Street North near the Art Gallery 
of Ballarat are asked to call Senior 
Constable Sam McCaskill at 
Ballarat Police on 5336 6000.

ATTACKED: The Courier journalist Tom Cowie was among a group of male and female workmates who were assaulted on 
Lydiard Street early on Saturday morning after returning from an awards night in Melbourne.  PICTURE: JUSTIN WHITELOCK

TOM COWIE

Ballarat Police Service Area statistics

Crime     10/11  11/12  12/13

Homicide     4  2  6
Rape     37  52  59
Sex offence (non rape)  136  210  239
Robbery    46  32  31
Arson    70 130 79 

Crime     10/11  11/12  12/13

Burglary (residential) 756 752  801
Assault    1001  1241  1275
Theft of motor vehicle  347  353  281
Drug (cultivate, manufacture, traffi cking)
   78  69  89
Weapons/Explosives  176  158  283
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